
Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome to a new school year at Date Elementary.  This year your child will be in a co-taught 

classroom, which means two teachers will work together to support students throughout the day.  

This is an educational model that Fontana Unified School District has implemented at various 

school sites.  We are both looking forward to getting to know you and your child and working 

together as a team.  We think it is important that we keep in touch with each other often.  We all 

want what is best for your child so it is important that we communicate as often as necessary.  

The majority of our communication will be through Class Dojo, email, or telephone.   

 

We hope you and your family are safe and well. We are happy to return to Date as your child’s 

teachers. The current situation is different than anything that any of us have ever experienced 

and, unfortunately, we won’t be starting with face to face instruction. Teaching will consist of 

distance learning with the intent of being able to transition back into the classroom as soon as 

conditions allow.  This is a relatively new experience for all of us, but together we can overcome 

obstacles and continue to provide quality education for all students.  We are excited to provide 

online instruction and student work to bridge the gap between school and learning from home.  

To ensure a safe, effective, and pleasant learning experience for all participants, it is extremely 

important that students and teachers follow the guidelines for proper internet protocol – 

continuing Date’s behavior expectations of being respectful, responsible and engaged.  In 

addition, the Seven Habits will be integrated into all instruction.   Microsoft Teams will be the 

program used for Date Elementary’s online instruction.  Students will need to log into Microsoft 

Teams and join our class to begin instruction.  Attendance and participation during online 

instruction are crucial to your child’s success. 

  

Since we will not be able to meet you in person on the first day of school, we wanted to take this 

opportunity to provide some background information. My name is Francisco Deserio, and I am 

32 years old. I live with my wife, Irene, and our 4 dogs. Yes, I said four! 2 pit bulls and 2 pugs. 

And yes, they do cause a lot of trouble, but I love them. I also love getting together with family 

and friends, and I am fortunate to live close to many of them. A few of my hobbies include 

playing video games, collecting Lego, and trying to learn card tricks, though I don’t have as 

much time for these hobbies as I used to before becoming a teacher. This will be my 6th year 

teaching at Date and I love it here. As a resource teacher, I work with students from all grade 

levels, and I feel lucky to have already met many of you and your children in previous years. My 

name is Julie Howarth.  I live with my husband, Spiros, and our four dogs.  I have three border 

collies and a lab.  I love spending time outdoors with my dogs!  Some of our favorite activities 

are agility, herding, nosework, hiking, and swimming. I also cherish spending time with my 

family and friends.  This will be my 21st year teaching fifth grade at Date Elementary.  I love 

teaching fifth grade because it is exciting, and I learn something new every day!  For those of 

you that may be new to Date, we look forward to meeting, and we are excited for this 

opportunity to learn about you and support your children in their educational journey! 

 

 

 



The education your child receives will need to be supported and practiced at home.  You can 

help by making sure that your child reads every day, completes their homework, and keeps as 

perfect attendance as is possible. 

 

Every student has the right to learn in a calm, friendly, and safe atmosphere.  In order to obtain 

the greatest academic and social growth for all students, a system of discipline must be in place 

at all times.  These are the classroom rules that we will be using this year. 

 

1. Be respectful 

2. Be responsible 

3. Be engaged 

 

Each of these rules will be explained to students with specific examples of what is meant. 

 

Within our classroom, students will be rewarded for actions that demonstrate our rules.   

 

In addition, there is a consequence plan which will operate in our classroom if students choose to 

violate the rules. 

 

1. First Time = Caution.  Students will be given a verbal reminder to stay on task. 

2. Second Time = Stop.  Students will sign the classroom character log and fill out a 

rethinking paper. 

3. Third time = Time-out.  Students will sign the classroom character log, take a break 

in another class, and fill out the time-out letter and take it home to parents.  In 

addition, there may be a loss of recess and/or a parent conference with the teacher. 

 

Disregarded homework assignments and class work may result in detention during recess as well 

as after school detention.  Parents will be given at least 24 hours notice if their child will be 

required to stay after school in detention. 

 

Although it is necessary to have a discipline policy in place, it is more beneficial to concentrate 

on and praise the good qualities of the students so we will focus more on rewarding students who 

are responsible about following the rules, working hard, and behaving appropriately.   

 

Throughout the year, please feel free to stop by before or after school or to contact us on Class 

Dojo, at (909) 357-5240, or at howajk@fusd.net or desefi@fusd.net if you have any questions or 

concerns about your child and his or her work.  Please sign the bottom of this form so that we 

know you received this letter.  Please use the comments section to tell us about your child so that 

we can make this a happy and successful year for him or her.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Julie Howarth & Francisco Deserio 

Fifth Grade Teachers 

mailto:howajk@fusd.net

